CONNECTIONS FOR LIFE

Quarterly
Newsletter

Here’s what has happened in the last
quarter and what’s to come!

Welcome to our newsletter! We are
thrilled to share some exciting news
and updates from our organization
over the last quarter as we kick off’
year 2024 with a bang! Here's what
we've been up to:

Successful Onboarding Initiative
Completion: With the invaluable
support of the Center for
Volunteer & Nonprofit Leadership
(CVNL) and IQARA Consulting, our
newly appointed Executive
Dircctor, Samantha Wilhite has
wrapped up a series of dynamic 90
day onboarding initiatives. This
milestone sets the stage for a year
ol growth, collaboration, and
impact

Community Connection at Solano
Community College: We recently
had the pleasure of engaging with
students from the Solano
Community College Human
Services Program at their Meet &
Greet event. Building these
connections strengthens our ties to
the community and opens doors
for future partnerships and
opportunities.

First All-Staff Meeting of the Year:
Bringing our entire team together
for our first all-staff meeting of the
year was a momentous occasion. It
provided us with a platform to align
our efforts, celebrate our
accomplishments, and set
ambitious goals for the months
ahead.

Exciting Initiatives and
Announcements: During the
meeting, we unveiled a range of
exciting initiatives and
announcements for 2024. From the
return of our beloved annual picnic
and holiday party and
strengthening our services. we're
gearing up for a year filled with
growth, transformation, and
positive change.

As we embark on this journey
together, we invite you to join us in
celebrating these milestones and
contributing to our collective
success.
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Upcoming Local Events Upcoming CFL Events

March 16 & 17 March 1st
2024 Wings Over Solano Airshow Employee Appreciation Day Open
House
April 20 & 21
Vaca Con 2024 April 2024
CFL Collaborate & Create: All-Staff
May 19 Workshop
Bay Arca Butterfly Festival 2024
2024 - TBD
June 13-16, 2024 CFL-Annual Picnic
The 75th Annual Solano County Fair
December 2024

CFL Annual Holiday Party
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How to Support Connections For Life!

Donate: One of the most direct ways to support a non-profit is through monetary
donations. This could be a one time donation or a recurring donation.

Spread the Word: Help raise awareness by sharing our mission and activities with your
friends, family, and social networks.

Advocacy: Advocate for individuals and our mission. This could involve writing to legislators,
participating in campaigns, or speaking out in support of policies that align with our
mission.

Partnerships: Non-profits often collaborate with other organizations, businesses, or
government agencics to maximize their impact.
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From the Executive Director’s Corner

Samantha Wilhite

As we charge ahead into the heart of 2024, I am filled with an
overwhelming sense of pride and excitement for what lies ahead for
Connections For Life. Each one of us represent an essential key
piece in our mission of empowering people with disabilities through
our services.

Behind every successful organization lies the collective effort and

commitment of our staff. Your hard work, passion, and commitment
arce the driving force behind our progress. Despite the challenges we
may face, your dedication to our mission continues to inspire us all.

Here's to a year filled with growth, innovation, and success. Together,
there's nothing we can't achieve!

Carolina Marroquin

DSP Carolina Marroquin has been
part of Connections For Life since
December of 2023. Carolina’s
consistent reliability has helped her
form trusting relationships with the
people she supports, and they
enjoy her warm and friendly nature.
Her passion for helping others is
evident in the meaningful
interactions she creates with her
individuals, and they express
gratitude for her excellent work
cthic. Carolina has covered many
last-minute callouts and has trained
with new individuals so they are not
left without support, and has timely,
thoughtful, and professional
communication. Great work and
thank you Carolina!

Direct Support Professional Spotlight Join our Team
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HELP END THE WORKFORCE
CRISIS!

Californians with disabilities and
the professionals who provide
their support deserve to live full
and equitable lives!

We believe in creating a
workplace culture that cherishes
. passion and dedication. Here,
Norma MarrquIrl you'ljoin a diverse and talented
team, united in the pursuit of
helping others achieve their

Dear Norma, fullest potential. Whether you're
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We wam.lo let you l\fmw 'Lhal' we just starting your carcer or

are so proud of your dedication looking to bring your expertise to

over the past sever_al years with a new and meaningful path, we

Connections for Lifc. have fantastic opportunitics

Many of your team members have waiting for you.

personally commented on how

you have gone above and beyond View Job Openings & Application

as a DSP. You have shown an
incredible ability to pay attention
to detail, dependability, reliability,
empathy, and a huge heart for the
individuals we support.

If emergencies arise, you cover
shifts when needed, and ensure
the individual you support is
happy and healthy.

Your team holds you in high
regard and is confident in your
ability to provide outstanding care
for the individuals we serve.

www.connectionsdlife.org
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CFL Individual of the Quarter

We are thrilled to highlight Vinny for his inspiring determination to gain more
independence! He has been working hard to be his own payee for the first time
in his lifc and feels ready for the responsibility. Vinny is also determined to
obtain his Driver’s License! After hunting down all available resources for him
to study he passed his permit exam and is enjoying his time in the driver’s seat
practicing around Vallejo with his wife, Cathy. Vinny is also a hardworking dad
of two boys and has been landscaping for friends and family on the side. He
hopes to purchase a truck he can use to expand his landscaping business in the
future. We celebrate Vinny's unwavering spirit and wish him continued success
on his inspiring journcy!

.
) Celebrations!
g‘«: Congratulations and Happy Birthday to our Staff and Clients

Work Anniversary Birthdays
October: October:
Sohelia Z. (1lyrs), Ariahna N. (5yrs), Colleen R. Cheryl Young, Octavious, Odeth, Harvey,
(5yrs) Catherine
Novermber: November:

Shanise, Lysette, Leona, Norma, Lourence R,

Leslie S. (4yrs), Trenitra T. (5yrs) Edward E, Martin O, George W

December: December:
Norma M. (8yrs), Debra M. (8yrs), Heather W. Minerva, Trenitra, Donna H
(9vrs), Aurora T. (9yrs)
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CONNECTIONS FOR LIFE (707) 4551792

419 Mason Street, Suite 105, Vacaville,

https://www.connections4lifc.org/ CA. 95688
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